





5/20/71 


Dear Congressman Jonyerts, 

It strikes me os strange that not one of the Members for whom I left copies 
of FiUwtMJP with pou haa asked a secretary to send a© even a pro forma thank you note* 
Especially not ono of tho black Members* 

1*4 appreciate it if you could check and see if there has been another allpup. 

One the one side I'Ve been greeted by silence, on the other by tho fathering 
forces of reaction, some with "liberal" tagB, like the "reviewer" for the Sunday 
•‘•imes book review, formerly bJ Cilminal iHviaiaa, etc*, and currently author of 
an official apology on tho Angola Davis case - for tho U3IA* 

I have not lost end will not lose ay interest in this case and what it means and 
represents. However, it la but one facet of a much larger work on which I have been 
engaged* fha same principles, the same issues, the same dangers and evil potential 
is in all aspects. 

However, If in ten weeks, not one voice but mine has been raised In any significant 
way and only one in any way, and that a fine gesture, I have to ask myself if expecting 
any help is a futility* When a book languishes for so long and than become subject to a 
coordinated attack, it requires close to a miracle to do anything for it or what I hppod 
would mean something to the so-wany silent, its content. 

Whoa. 1 consider further than no single sudieaco, black or white, has asked to haer 
a single word, from the only voice that has been raised as nine haa about Dr* king’s 
assassination, I am deeply troubled. About how he is remembered (should I aay If?),, 
about his dream, and about his words J 

"He who passively accepts evil is as much involved in it as he who helps perpetuate 
it* He who accepts evil* without protesting against it ia really cooperating with it*.*S 

I do not address those words to you. I state them as a simple philosophy in which I 
believe and by which I live. You know my fears on this score, for wo discussed them. 

Should you or any other Member, black or white, want anything of me, you need only 
esk. Meanwhile, when no Member has sou^it me out, whan no one haa spoken out, whan it 
is clear that nobody wants to hoar me, that no single black radio station or publication 
of any kind haa made a single inquiry of me, I have to understand it as I do. I have begun 
work on another bock. Hot because I believe it will relive ay poverty. Simply because I 
believe it must be done. 

I do appreciate what you tiled, with Jes.;s Jackson. Should any similar occasion coma 
up, for tho next month the only coimritaont I now have tiiat I cannot break is for the rest 
of nast week beginning tho 27th. 

Sincerely, 


rt Urt4 



